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FAREWELL TO 1893.

TALMAGE PREACHES ON THE
DEAD YEAR

And Draws Masy Interesting Words
Tuerelrom—The Just Who Die Yoang
Poerbaps Escape 1 ding Da .
on the Sea of Life

Brooxryx, N. Y., Dec. 11, 1803 —In
the forenoon service at the Brooklyn
Tabernacle to-day Rev. Dr. Talmage
breached on the subject of “Shortened
Lives; or. A Cheerful Good-bye to
1503." The text selected was lsajah
i7il: “The righteons is taken away
from the evil to come.”

We huave written for the last time at
the head of our letters and business
docnments the figures 1863, With this
day closes the yvear. In January last
we eelebrated its birth. To-day we
attend its obsequies. Another twelve
months have been ecut out of our
earthly continuance, and it is a time
for absorbing reflection.

We all spend much time in panegyrie
of longevity. We consider it a great
thing to live to be an octogenariun. If
any one dies in youth we say, “What
a pity!" Dr. Muhllenbery in old age,
eaid thut the hymn written in early
life by his own hand, no more es-
pressed his sentiment when it said:

I would not live alway.

If one be pleasantly cireumstanced
he never wants to go. William Cullen
Bryant, the great poet. at 32 years of
age, standing in my house in a festal
group, reading *‘Thanatopsis™ without
spectacles, was just as anxious to live
as when at 18 years of age he wrote
the immortal threaody. Cato fesved at
80 years of age that he would not live
to learn Greek. Monaldesco at 115
years, writing the history of his time,
feared n collapse. Theophrastus writ-
ing a book at %0 years of age was anx-
ious to live to complete it. Thurlow
Weed at about 86 years of age found
life as great a desirability as when he
snuffed out his first politician. Albert
Barnes, so well prepared for the mext
world, at 70said he would rather stay
here. Soit is all the way down. 1
suppose that the last time Methuselah
was out of doors in a storm he was
afraid of getting his feet wet lest it
shorten his days. Indeed. | some time
ago preached a sermon on the blessings
of longevity. but in this, the last day
of 1863, and when many are filled with
sadness at the thought that unother
chapter of their life is clesing, and
that they have 365 days less to live. |
propose to preach to you abont the
advantages of an abbreviated earthly
existence.

I T were an agnostic I would say a
man is blessed in proportion to the
oumber of years he can stay on “‘terra
firma,"” because after that he falls off
the docks, and if he is ever picked out
of the depths it is only to be set ap in
some morgune of the universe to see if
anybody will claim him. If I thought
(rod made man only to last forty or
fifty or a hundred years, and then he
was to go into annihilation, I would
say his chief business ought to be to
keepalive and even in good weather to
e very cautious, and to carry an um-
brella and take overshoes. and life
preservers, and bronze armor. and
weapons of defense lest he full off
into nothingness and obliteration.

But. my friends, you are not agnos-
tics. You believe in immortality and
the eternal residence of the righteous
in heaven, and therefore | first remark
that anabbreviated earthly existence is
to be desired, and is a blessing because
it makes one’s life-work very compact.

Some men go to business at 7 o'clock
in the morning and return at 7 in
the evenipg. Others go at 8 o'clock
and return at 12 Others go at
10 and return at4, I have friends
who are ten hours u day in basiness,
others who are five hours, others who
are one hour. They all do their work
well; they do their entire work and
then they return. Which position do
vou think the most desirable? You
say, other things being equal. the man
who is the shortest time detained in
business and who ¢an return home the
quickest is the most blessed. Now.
my {riends. why not carry that good
sense into the subjeet of transference
from this world? If a person die in
childhood. he gets through his work
at 0 o'cleek in the morning.  If he die
at 45 years of age, he gets through his
work at 17 o'clock noon. If he die
at 70 years of age, he gets through his
work at 5 o'clock in the afternoon.
If he die at 90, he has to toil all the
way on up to 11 o'clock at might. The
sooner we get through our work the
better. The harvest all in barrack
or barn, the farmer does not sit down
in the stubble field,but shouldering his
scythe and taking his pitcher from
under a tree, he makes a straight line
for the old homestead. All we want
to be anxious about is to get our work
done and well done, the quicker the
better.

Aguin: There is a blessing in an ab-
breviated earthly existence in the fact
that moral disaster might come upon
the man if he tarried longer. A man
who had been prominent in churches,
and who had been admired for his
*t ==A kindness everywhere,

CHees evison

that man's committing a commercial
dishonesty than that you will commit
commercial dishonesty. The number of
men who fall into ruin betweeggfifty
and seventy vears of age is simpl¥ ap-
alling. If they had died thirty yveurs be-
fore it would have been better for
them and better for their families
The shorter the voyage the less chance
for a ¢yclone.

There is a wrong theory abroad that
if one’s youth be right his old age will
be right. You mightas well say there
is nothing wanting for a ship’s safety
except to get it fully launched on the
Atlantic ocean. 1 have sometimes
asked those who were school mates or
college mates of some great defrauder,
“What kind of a boy was he?” What
kind of a young man was he? and
they have said, *Why, he was a splen-
did fellow: 1 had no idea he conld ever
go into such an outrage.” The fact is
the great temptation of life sometimes
comes far on in mid life or in old age.

The first time [ erosse | the Atlantic
ocean it was as smooth as a mill pond
and 1 thought the sea captains and the
voyagers had slandered the old ocean,
and I wrote home an essay for a maga-
zine on **The Smile of the Sea.” but 1
mever afterward conld have written
that thing, for before we got home we
got a terrible shaking up. The first
voyage of life may be very smooth: the
last may be a curoclydon. Muny who
start life in great prosperity do not end
it in prosperity.

The great pressure of temptation
comes sometimes in this direction: at
about forty-five years of age, a man’s
nervous system changes, and some one
tells him he must take stimulants to
keep himself up, and he takes stimu-
lants to keep himsell up, until the
stimulants keep him down: or a man
has been going along for thirty or
forty years in unsuccessful business
and here is anopening where by ome
dishonorable action he can lift himself
and lift his family from all financial
embarrassment. He attempts to leap
the chasm and he falls into it

Then it is in after life that the great
temptation of success comes. If a man
make a fortune before thirty years of
age. he generally loses it before forty.
The solid and permanent fortanes for
the most part do not come to their cli-
max until in mid-life.or in old age. The
most of the bank presidents have white
hair. Many of those who have been
largely successful have been cursed by
arrogance or worldliness or dissipation
in old age, They may not have lost
their integrity, but they have become
so worldly and so selfish under the in-
fluence of large success that it is evi-
dent to everybody that their success
has been a temporal calamity and an
eternal damage. Concerning many
people it may be said it seems as if it
would have been better if they could
have embarked from this lifeat twenty
or thirty years of age. Do yon know
the reason why the vast majority of
people die before thirty-five? It is be-

cuuse they have not the moral endur-
ance for that which is bevond the
thirty. and a merciful God will not
allow tiem to be put to the fearful
strain,

Again: The re is ablessiug in an ab-
breviated earthly existence in the faet
that one is the sooner taken off the de-
farsive. As soon as one is old enough
1o take care of himself he is put on his
guard. HBolts on the door to keep out
the robbers. Vire-proof safes to keep
off the flames Life insurance and
fire insure s against accident. Re-
ceipts lest von have to pay a debt
twice, Lifeboat agninst shipwreck.
Westinghouse air brake against rail-
road collision. There are many ready
to overreach you and tuke all you
have. Defense against cold, defense
against heat. defense against sickness,
defense against the world’s abuse,
defense all the way down to the grave,
and even the tombstone sometimes is
nota sufficient barricude. 1f a soldier
who has been on guard, shivering and
stung with the eold, pacing up and
down the parapet with shouldered
musket, is glad when some one comes
to relieve guard and he can go ingide
the fortress, onght not that man to
shout for joy who can put down his
weapon of -earthly defense and go into
the king's eastle? Who is the more
fortunute, the soldier who has to stand
guard twelve hours, or the man who
has to stand guard six hours? We
have common sense about everything
but religion, common sense about
everything but truusferencs from this
world.

Agauin: There is & blessing in an al-
breviated carthly existence in the fact
that one vscapes so many bereavements.
The longar we live the more attach-
ments and the more kindred, the more
chords to be wounded or rasped or
sundesed. If u man live on to seventy
or eighty years of age, how many
graves are clefi at his feet! In that
long reach of time futher and mother
go, brothers and sisters go, children
go, grandchildren go, pirsonal friends
outside the family circle whom they
had loved with a love like that of
David and Jonathan.

Besides that, some men have a nat-
ural trepidation about dissolution, and
ever and anon, during forty or fifty or
sixty years, this horrer of their disso-
lution shedders throngh soul and
body. Now. suppose the lad goes ut
16 years of age? He escapes fifty
funerals, fifty caskets. fifty obsequies,

ST eeningy of the heart.
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departure, but is it not easier for us to
bear their departure than for them to
stay and bear fifty departures? Shall
we not by the grace of God rouse our-
selves intoa generosity of bereavement
which will practically say, ‘It is hard
enough for me to go through this be-
reavement, but how glad I am that he
will never have to go through it *

No I reason with myself, and so yo
will find it helptul to reason with
yourselves. David lost his son. Though
David was king he lay on the earth
mourning and inconsolable for some
t'me. At this distance of time, which
do youn really think was the one to be
congratulated, the short-lived child -or
the long-lived father? Had David died
as early as that child died he would in
the first place, hiave escuped that |ar-
ticular bereavement, then he would
have escaped the worse bereavement
of Absalom, his recreant son, and the
pursuit of the FPhilistines, and the
fatigues of his military campaign, and
the jealousy of Saul, and the perfidy of
Ahithophel, and the curse of Shimei,
and the destruction of his family at
Ziklag, and above all, he wonld have
escaped the two great calamities of his
life. the great sins of uncleanness und
murder. David hved to be of vast use
to the chureh and the world, but so
far as his dwn happiness was con-
cerned, does it not seem to you that it
would have been better for him to have
gone early?

Now, this, my friends, explains some
things that to you have been inexplie-
able. This shows you why when God
takes little children from a household,
he is very aptto take the brightest,
the most genial. the most sympathetic,
the most talented. Why? It is be-
cause that kind of nature suffers the
most when it does suffer, and is most
liable to temptation. God saw the
tempest sweeping up from the Carib-
bean, and he put the delicate craft into
the first harbor. “Taken away from
the evil to come.”

Again, my friends, there is a bless-
ing inan abbreviated earthly exist-
ence in the fact that it puts one cooner
in the center of things. All astrono-
mers, infidel as well as Chris
tian, agree in believing that the
universe swings around some great
center. Any one who has studied the
earth and studied the heavens knows
thut God's favorite figure in geometry
isa eirele. When God put forth his
hand to create the universe, he did not
strike that hand at right angles, but
he waved it in a circle and kept on
waving it in a circle until systems and
constellations and gualaxies and all
worlds took that motion. Our planet
swinging sround the sun, other planets
swinging around other suns, but some-
where a great hub around which the
great wheel of the universe turns
Now, that center is heaven. That is
the capital of the universe. That is
the great metropolis of immensity.

Now. does not our common sense
teach us that in matters of study it is
better for us to move out from the
center toward the circumference,
rather than to be on the circumference
where our world now is? We are like
those who study the American conti-
nent while standing on the Atlantic
beach. The way to study the con-
tinent is to cross it. or go to the heart
of it. Our standpoint in this world is
detective. We are at the wreng end of
the telescope. The best way to study
& piece of machinery is not to stand
on the doorstep and try to look in, but
to go in with the engineer and take
our place right amid the saws and the
cylinders. e wear our eyes out and
our brain out from the fact weurestudy-
ing under such great disadvantage.
Millions of dollars for observatories to
study things about the moon, about
the sun, about the rings of Saturn,
about transits and ocenltations and
eclipses, simply because our studio,
our observatory, is poorly sitnated.
We are down in the cellar trying to
study the palace of the universe, whila
our departed Christian friends have
gone upstairs amid the skylights to
study.

Now, when one can sooner get to
the center of things, is he not to be
congratulated? , Who wants to be
always in the freshman class? We
study God in this world by the biblical
photograph of him: but we all
know we can in five minutes inter-
view with a friend get a more accurate
idea of him than we can by studying
him fifty years through pictures of
words. The little child that died last
night to-day knows more of God than
all Andover, and all Princeton, and
all New Brunswick and all Edinburgh,
and all the theological institutions in
Christendom. Isit not better to go
up to the very headquarters of knowl-
edge?

Does not onr common sense teach us
that it is better fo be at the center
than to be clear out on the rim of the
wheel holding nervously fast to the
tire lest we be suddenly whirled into
light, and eternsl felicity? Through
all kinds of optical instruments, trying
to peer in through the cracks and the
keyholes of heaven—afraid that both
doors of the celestial mansion will be
swung wide open before our entranced
vision — rushing about among the
apothecary shops of this world wonder-
ing if this is good for rhenmatism, and
that is good for neuralgia. and some-
thing else is good forn bad cough, lest
we be suddenly ushered into a land of

lmrl.utln‘ health where the inhab-

itant never savs, *'I am sick.™

We stick to the world as though ‘we
preferred eold drizzle to warm hn'l.:nul-
tion, discord to cantata. sack-cloti to
royal purple—as though we preferred
2 piano with four or five keys out of

ane to an instrument fully attuned—
1s though heaven and earth had ex-
changed apparel, and earth had taken
on bridal array and heaven had gone
into mourning, all its waters stagnant,
all its harps broken, ull chauices
cracksd at the dry wells. all the la wns
slopiug to the river plowed with
graves with dead angels under the
furrow. Oh. I want to break up my
own infatuation and I want to break
up your infatuation for this wur!d. |
tell vou. if we are ready, and if our
work is done, the sooner we go tl?e
better, and if there are blessings in
longevity I want you to know right
well there are also blessings in an ab-
breviated earthly existence.

If the spirit of this sermon be true.
how consoled you ought to feel about
members of your family that wen:.
early, "“Taken from the evil to come,
this book says. What a fortunate es
cape they had! How glad we ought to
feel that they will never have togo
through the struggles which we h'm‘e
had to go through. They had just
time ¢nough to get out of the crndl_e
and run up the springtime hills of this
world and see how it looked, and then
they started for a better stopping
place. They were like ships that put
in at St. Helena, staying there long
enough to let passengers go up agld
see the barracks of Napoleon's captiv-
ity, and then hoist sail for the port of
their own native land. They only took
this world *“in transitu.” [t is hard
for us, but it is blessed for them.

And if the spirit of this sermon is
true, then we onglit not to go around
sighing and groaning because another
year has gone: hut we ought to go
down on omne knee by the mile-stone
and see the letters and thank God that
we are 305 miles nearer home. We
ought not to go around with marbid
feelings about our health or about an-
ticipated demise. We onght to be liv-
ing not according to that old maxim
which 1 used to hear in my boyhood.
that you must live as though every
day were the last: you must live as
though yon were to live forever. for
vou will. Do not be nervous lest youn
have to move out of @ shanty into an
Alhambra.

One Christmas morning, one of my
neighbors, an old sea captain, died.
After life had departed, his face was
illuminated as though he were just
going into harbor.  The fact was he
had already got through the *‘Nar-
rows.” Inthe adjoining room were
the Christinas presents waiting for his
distribution. Long ago. one night
when he had narrowly escaped with
his ship from being run down by a
great ocean steamer, he had made his
peace with Giod, and a kinder neighbor
or a better man you would not find
this side of heaven. Without 1 mo-
ment's warning, the pilot of the
heavenly harbor had met him just off
the light ship. The captain often
talked to me of the goodness of God.
and especially of a time when
was about to goin New York harbor
with his ship from Liverpool, and he
was suddenly impressed that he ought
to put back to sea  Under the protest
of the erew and under their very threat.
he put back to sea. fearing at the same
time he was losing his mind, for it did
seem so unreasonable that when they
could get into harbor that night, they
shonld put back to sea. But they put
back to sea and the captain said to his
mate, ““You call me at 10 o'cloek at
night.” At 12 o'¢lock at night the cap-
Ain was aroused and said: *What does
this mean? 1 thought 1 told you to
call me at 10 o'clock. and here itis19."
“Why,” said the mate. I did call you
at 10 o'clock. and yom got up Imi:ed
around and told me to keep right on
this same course for two hours. and
then to call you at 12 o'clock.” Said
the captain, “'1s it possible? [ have mo
remembrance of that.”

At 12 o'clock the captain went on
deck, and through the rift of the cloud
the moonlight fell upon the sea and
showed him a shipwreck with one hun-
dred struggling passengers. He helped
them off. Had he been any earlier or
any later at that point of the seq he
would have been of no service to those
drowning people. On board the cap-
tain's vessel they began to band to-
gether as to what they should pay for
the rescue and what they should’ pay
for the provisions. “Ah" says the
captain, “‘my lads. you can't p.m' me
anvthing; all I have on board is yours:
1 feel too greatly honored of God in
having saved you to take any pay."
Just like him. He never got ;m‘ r.-bl)
except that of his own applauding con-
science. Oh. that the old sea ¢aptain's
God might be my God und yours. Amid
the stormy seas of this life may we
have always some one as tenderly to
take care of us as the captain took
care of the drowning crew and the pas-
tengers. And may we come into the
harbor with as little physical psin and
with as bright u hope us he had, and if
it should happen to be g Christmas
morning when the presents are being
distributed and we are celebrating the
birth of him, who cHine Lo suve onr
shipwrecked world, ull the better, for
what grander, brighter Christmas
present rould we have than heayen?

ASSORTED NONSENSE,

Johnnie—So you wers really in the
war. Colonel Jenks—Yes, Johanie;
why, ons bullet grazed my arm
Johnnie—Couldn’t you find & wider
tree

She—So you've really made up your
mind to go to Scotland next week?
He—Rather. She — None of your
larks with the Highland lassies. He—
No: only grouse and partridges—no
larks!

*I think your figures are pretty
high," said the lady who was pricing
feather beds and pillows. “Madame,”
said the clerk, with a searcely percep-
tible twinkle in his eye, “‘all our best
goods are marked down.”

“1 hope you will be lenient with me,
vour lordship,” said the. thief, as he
stood to be sentenced; “I have a good
many dependent on me for their sup-
port” “Children?” saied the judge.
“No. Police detectives."

“Your daughter has » remarkably
pretty foot, Mrs. Soagg,” said Mrs
Bloomfield to her friend. “Indeed,
she has,” replied the grateful mother,
“and I have decided tolet some good
sculptor makea bust of it."

The marquis de Calinaux is angry
with his old friend Tampin and wishes
to annoy him in some way. After
loug thought he goes to the postoffice
and says to a clerk. “Kindly let me
bave a defamatory postal card.”

“Can’t you wait upon me?" said the
impatient customer. “Two pounds of
liver; 'm in a hurry.” *“Sorry,” said
the butcher; *but there are two or
three shead of youn  BSurely, you
would not have your liver out of
order.

The Young Housewife—You have
some potatoes, Nora? Nora, the cook
—Yes, mumn. The Young Housewifa
—And there’'s plenty of sugar in the
house? Nora—Yes, mum. The Young
Housewife—\Well, then, let us havea
dish of swenat potatoes at didner.

The testimonials which the mail brings
in every day rum thus: “'‘Dr. Buoll’s
Cough Syrup curea the baby of cronp.''
‘It cured me of a most distressing
cough;” or **it cured my little boy of
ft:‘r-'etnroat.." **We could not do without

Some people seem to consider it neces-
ul;r 10 howl every time they have to take
pains,

Should be kept at stables and stock
yards.—Salvatiou Ol is the best friend
uot only of man, but of dumb beasts as
well. Forswelled joints, struined tend-
ons, old sores, saddle galls, and wounds
of all kinds there is no remedy like Salva-
tion Oll. Price 25 cents per bottle,

Youth—BEct we'll love each other for-
ever and ever, anywav. Mald—Algernon,
8ay not s0o. Who kpows! We may be
married even yet.

‘'Tiansom's Magic Carn Salve.™
Warrnoted 1o cure or money refutded, Ask your
druggmst for it, Price 15 cents.

Give every man justice and make him
take it.

Deafness Cannot Be Cured

By local applications as they cannot reach the
diseased porvon of the ear. There is only
one way to cure deafness, and that is by con-
stitutlonal remnedies. Deafness 18 ecaused by
an inflamed condition of the mucous lining
of the Eustachian Tube. When this tube is
Inflamed you have & rumblisg sound or im-
Eﬁm bearing, and when it s entirely closed,

afness 15 the result, and unless the inflam-
mation can be taken out and this tube re-
stered 1o ts normal eondition, hearing will
be destroyed forever; nine cases out of ten
are caused by catarrh, which is nothing bus
an infamed condition of the mucous st~

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any
case of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that
eannot be cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. 8end
for drcululj:a; free.

F. d. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, 0.

& Sold by Druggists, e,

Bee Colchester Spading Hoots adv, in other column.

The wheat product of the world is
45,000,000 tons, which is mostly de-
voured belore the next crop.

The Norwegians grow 500 pounds of
potatoes to each inhabitant and eat
nearly the whole of this supply.

In France sixty-seven per cent of
the people live on rye bread, only
thirty-three per cent on wheat bread.

The farmers and stock raisers of
this country produce thirty per cent
of the world's grain supply and thirty-
three per cent of its meat.

The world's oyster fisheries produce
annually 4,439,000,000 oysters, one
half being consumed within three
days after they are taken.

Farm-Renters may Bevome Farm.Owners

If.they move to Nehrasks hefore the price
of l'tnd ¢limba out of si:ht.

Write 10 J. Francis, G. P. & T, A.,
pumpiit 1L i abow shervaog
el, 1t teds eve

you peed to know, 1

-ﬁ!:ll;t. FRUITS AND FLOWERS.™
wioter Inter Exposi-
Uon will be held i Swn r%o_m‘k—
six m.:u':. 4 Wy E
The climatic featare, the commercisl
situation of San Frauclsce, the fact that
the city is the natural distributor of the

r.n.!neb of the greatest agricultural st
the Union, the character of its sur-
rounding population, engaged in pursults
more diversified thanm thuss of any otber
section of the United States «r the World,
:t-oe g mining, cattle raisiog, fancy
turing, aericultare 1n i lh':c"lchs and
g:,'},',f; .:llll o Imsure & great success
Grea! uced rates 10 all Calitornls
'&3'1'3 fail o':.ﬂ;-n'l‘ "'..:.‘.“.:#‘-:
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